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All parents are invited to take the CCSD Parent Survey.  The 
survey closes on December 16.  This is a vital part of the district's 

self assessment.

Give your Brown Bear Student 

a Birthday Shout Out! 
Digital Birthday Messages

702-799-2250
10 Chapata Drive 

HD, NV  89012
Office Hours: 7:45 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.

    

Principal Ponderings by Michele Wooldridge, a "beary" proud Principal

THE BROWN BEAR
NECESSITIES

The Official Newsletter of 
Hannah Marie Brown Elementary School (est. 2021)

Contact Info
Hannahmariebrownelementaryschool.com

Hannah Marie Brown Facebook Page

December
 

Dec. 7:   Winter Choir
Performance
MPR 6:00 p.m.

Discover the Internet as 
a Family, part 3 

*Google Center Safety
*click on ENGLISH Translation

Dec. 5-9   PTA 
Holiday Shop for 
Students

CCSD Parent SurveyCLICK HERE CLICK HERE

 Drop off students BEFORE 8:50 a.m. on Drawback 

or Chapata So students can easily line up with 

their class.  

Dec. 12-16   Winter 
Spirit Dress Week

Dec. 12:   SOT  
4 p.m.  HMB ES 
Conference Room

Dec. 14:   Student of 
the Month Luncheon

Dec.  16:   End of 1st 
Semester; report 
cards  available in IC 
on Dec. 19.

Dec. 17 - Jan. 2:    
Winter Break (school 
closed)

Jan. 3:  School 
Resumes

Jan.11 and 12:  PTA 
Reflections Projects 
due

Jan. 6:  Free Dress

Jan. 11:   Student of 
the Month Luncheon

Jan. 16:   No School:  
MLK,  Jr Day

Winter Spirit Dress Week
 is December 12-16!  

We hope you will join in on the fun!  

Click here for details.

Happy Holidays &
happy new year 

from the HMB ES PTA!!

REMINDERREMINDER

Grading Reform, Part 2
Grading is  going through a shift in thinking, based on years of educational research about 
teaching and learning.  Many of us remember the concrete grade ranges from our school days 
and still have that ingrained in our minds, including F being 0-59%.  While the ranges still exist 
that equate to the formal grades based on mastery, the focus is on measuring understanding, 
not punishment for not understanding.  One of the biggest shifts has been to a minimum F 
grade.  A student cannot earn less than a 50%, which is an F.  If a student scored less than 
50% on an assessment, it's still an F-but mathematically almost impossible to recover from-- 
even with proficient scores for the rest of the term.  Old ways of thinking used grading to 
punish a child for not performing, not turning in work or not mastering information.  Research 
and practical classroom experience shows that this is not a motivator for learning.  What we 
really care about is what the student actually knows. An assessment that results in an F (for a 
variety of reasons) should be retaken after reteaching occurs.  What's a better consequence 
than actually expecting a child to learn the material and then retake the assessment and show 
what they know.    In the real world, when someone does not complete a task that they are 
responsible for, the natural consequence is to complete the task.  If it takes three or four 
attempts within the retake window, the students are bound to learn the information one way 
or another. Again, that is what we care about. 

Jan. 18:   PTA Meeting 
& Community Mtg 
9 a.m., MPR
*note:  Grading Policy 
Presentation by Mrs. 
Sullivan during the 
meeting

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFMPqQ45a4/HieTrLT7OTGGS2pn9njXjw/edit?utm_content=DAFMPqQ45a4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.hannahmariebrownelementaryschool.com/
https://www.facebook.com/HannahMarieBrownElementarySchool
https://families.google/intl/de_de/
https://families.google/intl/de_de/
https://families.google/intl/de_de/
https://blog.google/intl/de-de/unternehmen/technologie/entdeckt-das-internet-gemeinsam/?utm_campaign=6310d5bf49f32800010f3b44&utm_content=6312200d061dc700013917dc&utm_medium=smarpshare&utm_source=linkedin
https://families.google/intl/de_de/
https://www.ccsd.net/survey
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VE2Yv6g2ij7LivzUB2ajCa5Nnq8TPpqM/view?usp=share_link


SPECIALIST SPOT
 

Music Notes
from Mrs. MCConnell

for the Love of literacy
from Mrs. robertt, reading strategist

LIBRARY TID BITS
FROM MRS. GEHLKEN

THE

GATE Updates 
from Mrs. Rosas

Physical Education info
from COach Esparza

HIghlights in Art
from Mrs. Pierce

5th graders are wrapping up their ecosystem unit by learning about adaptations and invasive species. Students are engaged 
in labs and simulations to experience how species adapt over thousands of generations. They will conclude the unit by 
creating their own invasive species and explaining how it impacts its new ecosystem.  4th graders are studying the gift of 
thermal energy. Students are engaging in multiple lab activities to understand conduction, convection, and radiation. They will 
finalize their learning by identifying the patterns seen in thermal energy transfer.  3rd graders are completing their science 
unit by studying severe weather. They are debating if tornadoes or hurricanes are more dangerous, tracking and predicting 
hurricanes in a Gizmo simulation, and engineering presents for LEGO cities to use as protection from severe weather 
events.

Hello Hannah Brown Families! 'Tis the season in the music room! In November, Kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grade spent some time making 
music together around the topics of food, fall, and family! Kindergarten explored music by moving like turkeys while first grade explored 
melodic direction and falling leaves. Our second and third graders have been exploring music around the theme of food, food, and more 
food! 4th and 5th graders looked at the Native American Powwows through a short documentary film. We learned that powwows are a form 
of cultural celebration for Native American communities to demonstrate their heritage, pride, and skills.  Our school choir is gearing up for 
our school's very first winter concert on Dec. 7th at 6:00 p.m. I can't wait to share the hard work they have put in over these last few months! 
Wishing everyone a happy and healthy December!

Wow! I cannot believe it is already December. I have been so impressed by the artwork created during this semester. This 
month, we have some top secret projects underway utilizing techniques we have been learning about. Looking forward to the 
new year-- if you have any shoe boxes or similar sized boxes, or furniture catalogs (think Ikea, Pottery Barn, RC Willey mailers, 
etc.) please send them with your student to bring to the art room. Thank you!

P.E. students have World Cup Fever as we completed several activities promoting soccer skills. Congratulations to our U.S. 
National Team on advancing to the final 16. Congratulations are also in order for our first J.A.W.S. awards recipients.  This 
coming month, third, fourth, and fifth grade students will participate in the Half-Mile Challenge. Additionally, students in grades 
K-2 will be participating in several activities on our blacktop courts promoting basketball skills.

CCSD is offering all students live tutoring 24/7 called Paper. For more details, click the link below. ‘Tis the season to cozy up 
with a good book and hot chocolate. The Paseo Verde Library has so much to offer this month! A used book sale, STEAM TEAM 
gingerbread houses, and a Harry Potter Yule Ball to name a few. In addition to seasonal activities, the Henderson Libraries 
offer many resources including homework help called BrainFuse and a learning game called Socrates. Please ensure that your 
child continues to read over Winter Break. Happy Holidays! 

Paper Tutoring  (https://www.hannahmariebrownelementaryschool.com/paper-tutoring)
Henderson Libraries  (https://hendersonlibraries.com/kids)

https://hendersonlibraries.com/kid-resources
 

*Click this link to see the December class library schedule. Any books your child checks out are always due back on their next 
scheduled library day.  

*We need your help! With only two weeks left until winter break, please ask your child about their books and encourage them 
to get all overdue items back to the library prior to December 16th. Let’s start 2023 with all of our Brown Library books 
accounted for!

https://www.hannahmariebrownelementaryschool.com/paper-tutoring
https://hendersonlibraries.com/kids
https://hendersonlibraries.com/kid-resources
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZpGcBXYOnkuKN5weNwm1Qw5Ss8uPky6ZjNOgwUVUW2E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZpGcBXYOnkuKN5weNwm1Qw5Ss8uPky6ZjNOgwUVUW2E/edit?usp=sharing


MrS. Sullivan's

MrS. Sullivan's  
Corner!
Corner!

Counselor's Chat 
from Mrs. Carpenter

Reading Strategies 
from mrs. Robertt  

stem focus and Progress

Diversity within our community
In November, we concluded our studies of Hispanic Heritage with a live interactive game where all 
classes showcased their learning. The competition was well-matched, but in the end, Mrs. Chalmers 4th 
graders prevailed. Every student was awarded for their efforts with stickers to celebrate their learning. 
We will continue learning about new traditions with our Holidays around the World studies.
The Diversity & Multicultural Team and all classroom teachers have prepared lessons to help recognize 
how people have diverse practices, traditions, and celebrations. Students will get the opportunity to 
learn from teachers, other than their own, and celebrate the diversity in our school and around the 
world. We will display our learning in the hallway leading to the multipurpose room for all to see. I am so 
excited to share in our student’s learning during Holidays Around the World.
I hope everyone enjoyed their time spent with family and friends over the Thanksgiving Holiday and is 
looking forward to the next few weeks of fun.

 

STEM at Hannah Marie Brown ES is flowing into our afterschool clubs. The Fifth Grade 
Robotics Team has begun working on their fields and getting ready for competitions. In 
January, we are introducing Lego Club, Math League, and Garden Club.  Look for more 
information about those clubs in the next few weeks. Science, technology, engineering, 
and math are all so important for our future. We are looking forward to the great work 
and learning that is happening here at HMB ES.

*As a community outreach program, our school donated more than 50 
stockings to underprivileged students in our school district. Thank you for 
modeling generosity, empathy and sacrificial giving to your children!

*For Wellness Wednesdays, we are continuing to work in Unit 1: Growth Mindset and Goal-Setting in the Second Step 
Curriculum. Our Brown Bears are learning important self-awareness and self-management tools to increase their learning 
capacities.

*As winter break approaches, making the most of that time usually includes traditions, time with loved ones, celebrations and 
certainly less structure with the time off of school. Making the best of that time, can take some effort. Children can benefit 
greatly from giving and serving during the winter break. This may include making a gift for a neighbor, helping someone in 
need or volunteering as a family. This winter break, children can benefit from responsibilities such as setting the table, 
wrapping gifts, helping empty the dishwasher, etc. This helps children increase their sense of belonging by working as part of 
the family unit. Routine is comforting to children. Consider the routine of family meals, snacks, spending time together and 
down time in a child's day. Families may want to consider a "screen time plan" for winter break. One resource is 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ where there is a "Parents Need to Know" section that provides information about age- 
appropriate games, family agreements, screen time guidelines by age, etc. Finally, encourage children to bundle up and play 
outside each day! Our kids need this time with their loved ones and it is my wish that this winter break gifts your family ALL 
that you need through the gift of family time!

*December's Hike for {mental} Health will be rescheduled.
 

Community Meeting:  Grading Info at HMB ES
Join us at the January 18 PTA meeting for a review of our grading policy. 

 We will have a live stream option, as well.   

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/

